The data presented in this study show that chlamydial genital infections have become more common than gonorrhoea among our STD clinic patients and that chlamydia is probably more important than gonococci in the aetiology of pelvic inflammatory disease.
With international travel, it is not surprising that the pattern of STDs in Malaysia is similar to that in many Western and neighbouring countries. The prime concern among STD health workers at the moment is the heterosexual transmission of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Sixty of the women in this study gave consent for anti-HIV serology. Fortunately, none were positive. In Malaysia, HIV infections have been associated with mainlining drug addicts, haemophiliacs and homosexual men with overseas sexual contact but not yet with prostitutes. The fear of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome has helped to focus attention on the control of STDs in general. In this respect, an important consideration would be the large reservoir of infection among promiscuous groups such as prostitutes and the men who patronize them.
